
 

 

LINCOLN CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 
U.S. Forest Service Office, Eureka, Montana 
October 17, 2018 

 
Attendance:  
Board of Supervisors:  Darris Flanagan, Chairperson; Wayne Maahs, Vice Chairperson; 
Don Crawford; Mark Romey; Tom Maffei; Kathleen Johnson 
Absent:  
Associate Supervisor(s): Laura Garner 
Advisor(s):  Josh Erickson, U.S.F.S.;  Brian Ressel, N.R.C.S. 
District Administrator:  Becky Lihme 
Guest(s):  
 
Called to order:  4:05 p.m. by Chairperson Darris Flanagan 
 
Public Comment: 

 
Minutes:  

a. September 2018 

 Motion by Don Crawford to approve the minutes of September 2018 as amended;  
include Kathleen Johnson as Absent. Second by Tom Maffei.  Motion passed. 

 
Financial Report: 

a. September 2018 

 Motion by Wayne Maahs to approve the September Financial Report as 
presented.  Second by Kathleen Johnson.  Motion passed. 

 
NRCS Report – Brian Ressel 

 A new State Conservationist has been hired, Tom Watson.  Mr. Watson is 
 implementing new changes to NRCS.  Montana NRCS is being restructured into 
 multi-county working units.  Flathead and Lincoln counties are being combined 
 together as one area.  The field office will stay the same however, a GS 12 
 Supervisory District Conservationist will be hired to oversee both counties. Second, 
 the EQIP funding is shifting toward priority areas.  Areas will be asked to focus 
 funding on individual watersheds or other geographical areas as opposed to the 
 county wide approach we have been operating under. The stronger the 
 partnerships the better the chances of getting funding.  Not every county will be 
 funded under the new program. 

 NRCS, Forest Service and AFF will apply for 2019 Joint Chiefs funding for fuels 
 reductions in the Highway 2 and Flower Creek corridor. 

 The new soil survey results have been completed for the Tobacco Valley.  This is a 
 much more complete and reliable survey.  Local names have been given to the soil 
 types. 
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MTFW&P Report – Brian Stephens 

 
District Administrator’s Report 

 Volunteer hours were recorded. 

 E-mails between district administrators have been circulated regarding 
conservation district’s being able to participate in the state health insurance 
program. 

 Karl Christians will be available to conduct a supervisor training for our Board.  The 
topics of discussion will be based on the requests of the supervisors.  Staff 
recommended the training be held on the same day as a regular board meeting. 

 The MWCC Symposium Tour went very well.  There were 77 on the tour. 

 DNRC has announced the 2019 Program Development Grant. 
 
Planning Board Report – Laura Garner 

 Laura Garner reported the meeting was not held. 
 
SWCDM  - Samantha Tappenbeck 

 The report is in the Board Packet. 
 
310’s:  

Li-10-01-18, Gendron, Libby Creek 

 Staff explained the first application received had only the first page completed 
 and the signature on the last page.  She contacted the applicant.  He asked if 
 his previous application could be submitted.  Staff replied “no, a new application 
 would need to be completed”.  Staff scanned the blank application, and with the 
 previously approved 310 application from 2015, e-mailed both to the applicant. 
 Mr. Gendron sent back the new application that is on the agenda for 
 consideration.  

 The Board discussed the location.  It is on private land therefore a Forest 
 Service Plan of Operations does not apply. 

 Staff noted DEQ requirements, per the MPDES permit, allows suction dredging 
 from June 1st through September 30th and the DEQ permit included with the 
 application has expired. 

 After discussion, it was recommended to not approve the application due to 
 insufficient information. 

 Motion by Wayne Maahs to deny Li-10-01-18 due to insufficient information 
 and for the applicant to include a current copy of the DEQ MPDES permit. 
 Second by Don Crawford.  Motion passed. 

Li-10-02-18, Glazier, Griffith Creek/Therriault Creek 

 Tom Maffei recommended replacing the round culvert with a box culvert 32 feet 
 long, 6 feet high. 
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 Wayne Maahs noted a squash pipe would be better suited for the location and 
 flow.  

 Laura Garner asked even with the wings as noted in the application a squash 
 pipe would be best? 

 Wayne Maahs stated the culvert is still funneling water especially during high 
 water.  Don’t make the stream channel narrower; the size of the pipe will do 
 this. 

 Kathleen Johnson asked what is the cost difference between a squash pipe 
 and a regular pipe. 

 Wayne Maahs replied he doesn’t know the current prices since it has been 
 awhile since he has priced culvert pipe.  He feels more comfortable with a 72” 
 squash pipe.  The bridge is basically gone. 

 Don Crawford asked if anyone knew the flow calculation of a 6 x 6 pipe.  The 
 stream is wider than the proposed culvert. 

 Josh Erickson offered to do the calculation but doesn’t have the formula at 
 hand.  The biggest concern would be debris passing through. 

 Don Crawford noted he votes for squash pipe; if you don’t bury the round pipe 
 you will be constricting the water flow. 

 Wayne Maahs agreed the pipe is wider when buried. 

 Darris Flanagan noted he has not seen evidence the 6 foot round pipe would 
 not work.   

 Kathleen Johnson noted three property owners are involved with the project.  
 The squash pipe should be financially feasible. 

 Don Crawford noted the best practices point to a squash pipe. 

 Darris Flanagan recommended a motion to approve the proposed 6 foot round 
 culvert but to prefer a squash pipe. 

 Wayne Maahs agreed with Darris’ option. 

 Motion by Wayne Maahs to approve Li-10-02-18 as presented using a 6 foot 
 round pipe, however, recommend a minimum 6 foot squash pipe; waive the 
 fifteen day wait period.  Second by tom Meffei.  Motion passed. “No” vote from 
 Don Crawford. 

Tabled 310’s 
Li-09-03-18, Cordara, Sinclair Creek 

 Tom Maffei stated he was not convinced re-channeling is the right thing to do.  
 It (the repair) will fail and water will move back into the old channel.  As long as 
 he is doing work in the channel below the house, fix the channel at the original 
 site.  The applicant/contractor only has one day to complete the project and this 
 is not a one day job. 

 Mark Romey stated LCD could require the applicant to take more time in 
 completing the project. 
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 Don Crawford stated there is no “good” proposal to repair the channel. 

 Mark Romey added the original washout was repaired in the second side 
 channel. 

 Wayne Maahs agreed with Tom Maffei. 

 Tom Maffei noted the original proposal was to complete placement root wads in 
 the area near the home in the fall.  There is no plan for the long term at this 
 time. 

 Don Crawford stated he is not certain the proposal will work.  The project 
 needs anchoring with rocks and root wads but this may not hold.  A new 
 proposal needs to come from the applicant. 

 Laura Garner noted the applicant needs to complete the project with more time. 

 Kathleen Johnson stated the applicant is moving on a limited time frame which 
 is good for the short term.  

 Josh Erickson agreed with the applicant providing more of a proposal. 

 Wayne Maahs stated due to the time frame we could authorize rock placement 
 below the house.  If the applicant needs to do something as an emergency, 
 rock is available on-site. 

 Don Crawford noted we have an application that we could approve, but the  
 proposal is not effective.  They could re-submit an application.  We shouldn’t 
 push them into something if this is what they want to do.  

 Motion by Don Crawford to approve Li-09-03-18 as submitted with reservations 
 of success.  Placement of roots wads and rock anchored below scour depth.  
 The LCD Board is open to another option to be submitted for the November 
 Board Meeting.  Waive fifteen day wait period.  Second by Mark Romey.     

 Josh Erickson agreed with the motion.  Putting in what is proposed is the best 
 solution now. 

 Motion passed. 
 

New Business:  
a. Presentation of 10 Year Service Pins 

 Darris Flanagan presented to Mark Romey and Don Crawford their 10 year 
service pins from MACD. 

b. Appointment of Mike Justus as Associate Supervisor 

 Motion by Wayne Maahs to appoint Mike Justus as an Associate 
Supervisor to the Lincoln Conservation District Board of Supervisors.  
Second by Kathleen Johnson.  Motion passed. 

c. Nomination of Treasurer 

 Motion by Tom Maffei to nominate Kathleen Johnson as Lincoln 
Conservation District Treasurer.  Second by Don Crawford.  Motion 
passed. 
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d. Check #3979, Lincoln County Fair 

 Staff reported the check we submitted in May for the exhibit space at the 
county fair has not cleared our bank.  She has contacted the fair secretary 
several times.  A few months back she was told the check had been 
misplaced but later found and deposited.  To stop payment fee on the 
check would be at least equal to the check amount of $25.00. 

 The Board recommended to not place a stop payment on the check. 
e. 2018 MACD Resolutions 

 Staff noted copies of the resolutions were e-mailed to the Board.  Kathleen 
Johnson was interested in attending the convention.  DNRC offered one 
supervisor scholarship per conservation district which reimburses for 
mileage and the hotel accommodations.  Staff applied and we were 
awarded one scholarship.  Kathleen will be the supervisor to represent LCD 
in voting on the resolutions. 

 Motion by Wayne Maahs for Kathleen Johnson to represent LCD at the 
MACD Convention for voting purposes.  Second by Tom Maffei.  Motion 
passed. 

 Motion by Wayne Maahs to vote “yes” in support of the resolution 
“Reinstating 310 Administration Program Funding” submitted by Lincoln 
Conservation District, Area V.  Second by Tom Maffei.  Motion passed. 

 Motion by Mark Romey to vote “yes” in support of the resolution “Promote 
Noxious Weed Control” submitted by Broadwater Conservation District, 
Area 6.  Second by Wayne Maahs.  Motion passed. 

 Motion by Kathleen Johnson to vote “yes” in support of the resolution 
“Promoting Workshops on Invasive Weeds” submitted by Big Horn 
Conservation District, Area IV.  Second by Don Crawford.  Motion passed. 

f. NRCS Tobacco River Project Partnerships – Item tabled 
g. McCone County Conservation District Soil Health Grant – Item tabled 
h. DNRC Watershed Management Grant Program 

 Staff reported applications are now open for the Watershed Management 
Grant program. 

i. NACD Membership Renewal 

 Staff reported we paid $400.00 to NACD last fiscal year. 

 Kathleen Johnson asked what NACD does for LCD? 

 Wayne Maahs responded NACD is the national form of MACD. 

 Motion by Wayne Maahs to pay $300.00 to the NACD.  Second by Don 
Crawford.  Motion passed. 
 

Unfinished Business:  
a.   MACD Convention, November 13th through 16th, Billings, Update 

 Staff noted Kathleen Johnson and she will be attending. 
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b.  Convention Auction Gifts 

 Staff reported the Area V District Administrators recommended each district 
provide $25.00 for the purchase of the Area V Live Auction gift; one silent  

 auction gift valued at $50.00 from each district; one silent auction gift from 
 each district valued at $25.00. 

 Motion by Wayne Maahs to approve $100.00 for the recommended values 
for auction gifts for the MACD Convention.  Second by Mark Romey.  
Motion passed. 

c.   310 Adminstration Funding, Update 

 Staff reported our request has been submitted to Karl Christians at DNRC. 
d.   Area V Meeting, September 25th Helmville, Report 

 Kathleen Johnson reported on the meeting.  The first half was the business 
meeting followed by an on-site visit of the Nevada Creek restoration project.  
Kathleen described the innovative water gate for cattle. 

e. Supervisor Summit Report 

 Laura Garner and Kathleen Johnson both attended the summit.  The topics 
included how do we support conservation districts in our community; a 
legislative panel spoke; Ray Beck addressed the group on moving 
legislation forward on natural resources. 

f. Grant Sponsorship for Niall Clancy 

 223 Grant 

 Staff noted we have the intent of applying for a 223 grant for the 
district boundary signs at the Idaho border and the Flathead county 
line. 

 Watershed Management Grant 

 Staff reported after reviewing the guidelines for the WMG program, it 
does not fit into the research Niall is proposing. 

 It was agreed to not pursue grant funding at this time. 
g. CD Boundary Signs – No report 
h. Grant Update 

i. Tobacco River – Kassler 
1. Phase I – DEQ 319 Grant   

o Staff reported the grant contract expires on December 31st 
and she has requested the information to request an 
extension. 

o Phase 2 – DNRC Reclamation Grant Re-submission 
o Watershed Management Grant 
o Sweet Grass CD Watershed Grant 

ii. Mud Creek - Roose  

 DEQ 319 Grant 
A. Project update – Lower Reach 
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o Staff reported the main fiber optic cable to Seattle runs parallel 

to Mud Creek and the proposed channel would pass through 
the fiber optic cable.  Eric Trum has stated there is additional  
 
funding in the DEQ 319 program to cover the costs.  A 
conference call has been scheduled for Monday to discuss 
the options.  A revised 319 grant contract with DEQ would be 
required. 

o Motion by Wayne Maahs to approve Darris Flanagan sign the 
revised DEQ 319 grant contract for Mud Creek Restoration 
Project.  Second by Kathleen Johnson. Motion passed. 

B. Riparian Workshop 
o Staff met with Samantha Tappenbeck and the workshop is 

planned for next spring. 

 KRN / USF&WS Partners for Fish Wildlife Program 

  Watershed Management Grant – Grant closed 

 Clark Fork & Kootenai River Basins Council  
o The final billing and report summary have been submitted. 

 DNRC 223 Grant 
i. Conservation Districts Environmental Contingency Grant Program 

 One landowner has purchased seed mix. 
 
Final Inspection Reports 
 Li-02-02-18 – Hurst, Dudley Creek 
 
Open Mic and Other Business: 
  Wayne Maahs reported Jerry Bennet, County Commissioner contacted him 
 regarding the Lake Creek complaint.  Mr. Kingston did not receive notification of 
 the decision.  Wayne informed Mr. Bennet several landowners were contacted and 
 there was no visual evidence of work performed.  Staff will send a copy of the letter 
 sent to Mr. Meyers to Mr. Kingston. 
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The next Conservation District Board Meeting will be held Wednesday November 28, 
2018 at 4:00 p.m. at the Weyerhauser Office, Libby, Montana. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

               
       Darris Flanagan, Chairperson       Becky Lihme, District Administrator 
 
Date:         
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 
   
 

 
 
  
   

  
 
 
 
    

  
 
 


